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RCEN Gathers in Montreal

On September 22-25, the Canadian Environmental Network
(RCEN) held its annual General Assembly and conference,
focused on Energy and Climate Change. Yvonne Hanson and
Randy Flemming attended from Saskatchewan. The Canadian
Environmental Network (RCEN) had prepared a draft White
Paper on Climate Change and Energy in preparation for the
United Nations Climate Change Conference and First Meeting
of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (COP-11), to be held in
Montreal from 28 November to 9 December 2005. The report
was used by RCEN members at the Annual Conference to
stimulate discussion on climate change and energy issues,
especially the long-term role and strategy Canada should take
on these issues beyond 2012. It is intended that the White Paper
be presented to Environment Minister Stéphane Dion and as
the ENGO position at COP-11. (You can view the draft White
Paper on the RCEN website at www.cen-rce.org)

Other speakers at this year’s conference included Charles Caccia,
Pablo Espinoza (Institute of Ecological Policy in Chile), Roger
Peters (Pembina Institute & former resident of Saskatoon),
Nashima Tariff (Toxics Watch Society), Ousmane Ouattra
(Coordinator of the Management Section of Natural resources
in Mali).

The General Assembly moved two bylaw changes for the inclusion
of youth into the Board of Directors and National Council of
the RCEN.

Special Note of Congratulations to Lynn Oliphant

One year ago, SEN was congratulating Lynn Oliphant on his
nomination for a Canadian Environment Award. Today we can
congratulate him on the fact he was selected as the Sustainable
Living Gold Award recipient. Lynn received his award in June in
Toronto at a gala hosted by Canadian Geographic Magazine.
Lynn graciously donated the $5,000 to SEN for our continued
work in capacity building and networking with our member
groups.
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SASKATCHEWAN LAUNCHES CONSULTATIONS
ON BUILDING A GREEN STRATEGY

On September 6%, at the sight of Hitachi Canada’s wind
power assembly yard in Saskatoon, the department of
Saskatchewan Environment (S.E.) launched the second
phase of its Green Strategy for Saskatchewan. The first phase
consisted of informal discussion with over 75 external
organizations and businesses across the province
representing economic, social and environmental interests
and occurred in 2004.

Phase two began in late September and will consist of six
forums to be held across the province. Each Green Forum
will have an evening session, open to the public. The next
day will focus on discussions with invited stakeholders. The
sessions revolve around the province. The following is a list
of the topics, guest speakers for the forums and the cities in
which the events are held:

° Reduced Waste and Waste Management - Yorkton
(September 21-22). Forum Speaker: Nick Aubry, an
Environmental Manager with Sony Canada Ltd., and Catherine
McCarthy from the resource Recovery Fund Board Nova
Scotia. The Workshop will discuss the challenges of waste
minimization and waste management in Saskatchewan,
including public access to recycling and waste disposal
programs, roles and responsibilities and full cost analysis
related to generation and management of solid waste.

) Water Stewardship - Moose Jaw (October 11-12).
Forum Speaker - Professor Dan Shrubsole, University of
Waterloo. Participants at the Workshop will review a draft
set of Integrated Water Management Principles and
recommend future actions to protect and manage the water

supply.

) Parks and Representative Areas - North Battleford
(October 17-18). Forum Speaker - Craig R. Groves, Director
of the Greater Yellowstone Program with the Wildlife
Conservation Society in Bozeman, Montana. The Workshop
will highlight the progress in building Saskatchewan’s

Representative Areas Network and look at how to complete
and manage it. Future directions for provincial parks and
their role in a sustainable and prosperous economy will also
be discussed.

° Human Society and the Environment - Regina (October
19-20). Forum Speaker - Dr. Ray Copes, Director of
Environmental Health at B.C.’s Centre for Disease Control
and Dr. David Pimentel, Professor of Insect Ecology &
Agricultural Sciences, Cornell University. The Workshop will
focuse on the provincial priorities needed to ensure human
health and the environment are being protected in our
communities now and into the future while sustaining strong
economic growth.

) Stewardship of Renewable Natural Resources - Prince
Albert (October 25-26). Forum Speaker - Dr. Peter Duinker,
Director, School of Resource and Environmental Studies,
Dalhousie University. The Workshop will discuss managing
and sharing resources, how resources can best serve society
and the balance of social, economic and environmental
benefits.

° Green Economy and Innovation - Saskatoon (November
2-3). Forum Speaker is Hunter Lovins, President and founder
of Natural Capitalism Inc., Professor of Sustainability at
Presidio World College. Workshop participants will look at
ways to ensure environmental protection, different regulatory
options and explore opportunities for expanding green
businesses as well as green opportunities for all businesses.

Written submissions can be sent to: Green Policy Section,
Saskatchewan Environment, Room 520-3211 Albert Street,
Regina, SK. S4S 5W6, Fax: (306) 787-0024, Email:
Strategycomments@serm.gov.sk.ca.

More information about the work underway to develop the
Green Strategy can be obtained from the Green Strategy
website at www.se.gov.sk.ca/greenstrategy

Saskatchewan’s

AD FROM S.E.
GREEN STRATEGY
For a green and prosperous economy.

Saskatchewan’s beauty surrounds us. Its diverse ecology and
abundant natural resources contribute to our strong, vibrant
society. Saskatchewan Environment is leading the
development of a provincial green strategy to protect our
environment while we grow our economy.

We're interested in your thoughts on building a
green and prosperous future.

' Public Forums

Reduced Waste and Waste Management
Yorkton
Wednesday, September 21
Water Stewardship
Moose Jaw
Tuesday, October 11
Parks and Representative Areas
North Battleford
Monday, October 17
Human Society and the Environment
Regina
Wednesday, October 19
Stewardship of Renewable Natural Resources
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WHO ARE THE ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMPIONS?

SEN’s Centennial Project

Saskatchewan people and organizations have
made major contributions to Canada in the fields
of land conservation, natural history, land ethics,
environmental protection and sustainable
development. Many of these contributions remain
unrecognised and unheralded both in
Saskatchewan and in Canada as a whole.

The Saskatchewan Eco-Network’s Centennial
Environmental Champions project will draw
together the many historical threads of these
achievements and champions to produce an
educational website and timeline poster as a
valuable historical resource to schools, libraries
and citizens across Canada.

In addition to highlighting Saskatchewan success
stories, it will also provide an excellent review of
a century of environmental challenge and
innovation at a time when Canadians are faced
with developing new models of sustainability. It
will provide a unique perspective on the history of
Saskatchewan that combines the arts, sciences
and the convictions of individuals and groups
working together co-operatively to honour and
preserve our natural heritage.

So, who are Saskatchewan’s environmenta
champions? Grey Owl, Anahareo, J. Stan Rowe,
Wallace Stegner, Farley Mowat? Nominations have
been coming in from across the province and
country for this project. Nominees will have made
a significant contribution in areas such as ecology,
agriculture, forestry, environmental management,
education, natural history, writing and the arts,
social or technological innovations, or alternative
ways of living.

The selected nominees will be included on a web
site celebrating Saskatchewan’s Centennial Year.
This exciting initiative has been funded by the
Department of Canadian Heritage through the
Alberta-Saskatchewan Centennial Initiative and by

\

Saskatchewan Environment. Environmental
freelance journalists Paul Hanley and Robert White
are co-coordinating SEN’s project.

Up to 100 people and organizations will be profiled
on the website. Sixteen people and organizations
have already been selected for inclusion and are
therefore not eligible for nomination. They are:
Grey Owl, Anahareo, J. Stan Rowe, J. W. Grant
MacEwan, Wallace Stegner, Richard St. Barbe
Baker, Farley Mowat, John Macoun, W.O. Mitchell,
Diana Wright, Stuart Houston, Prairie Farm
Rehabilitation Act/Administration, Last Mountain
Lake Bird Sanctuary, Nature Saskatchewan, the
Shelterbelt Centre at Indian Head, and the
Saskatchewan Soil Survey. Profiles of the above
will be available on the SEN website in Fall 2005.

Historian, Bill Waiser, author of the commemorative
publication for the provincial centennial,
Saskatchewan: A New History, notes that “people
need to be reminded how the diverse Saskatchewan
environment and our love/hate relationship with it
has shaped and influenced our history.”

For more information, contact the project
coordinators:

Paul Hanley at 978-4797
Robert White at 933-0919

Thanks to Dianne Manegre!! A special thank-you is extended to the expert on non-profit structures, queen of
organizing and all-round worker bee Dianne Manegre. Dianne had been SEN’s Interim Coordinator during the 2004/
05 year during Yvonne Hanson’s maternity leave from organization. SEN salutes this fine individual and praises her

bold efforts over the last year!
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welcome!?

Regina EcolLiving Inc.

is a Regina-based non-profit organization that
seeks to increase environmental sustainability
through a multi-faceted program dealing with
important environmental issues such as
consumption and waste reduction in our
community. This is accomplished by guiding people
to make environmentally friendly choices in their
everyday lives, educating people about issues,
teaching skills to promote sustainable living and
introducing ideas, people, products, businesses
and organizations that are sustainable.

Regina EcolLiving hosts and co-hosts public
workshops and movie screenings and discusses
topics such as recycling, sustainable food, energy
efficiency, sustainable transportation and urban
planning, composting and community involvement.

For more info about Regina Ecoliving call

(306)757-9876 or email:reginaecoliving@yahoo.ca

The Saskatchewan Outdoor
Education and Environmental
Association (SOEEA)’s

mission is to foster the growth of outdoor
recreation and environmental education by
providing and facilitating learning opportunities
involving the natural and built environments”.
SOEEA hosts a number of exciting events in the
outdoors and for its members. To learn more about
this organization go to their well-developed
website at: www.soeea.sk.ca

SEN’s New Member Groups

The Saskatchewan Network for
Alternatives to Pesticides (SNAP)

is a network of Saskatchewan groups and
individuals interested in reducing presticide use,
developing and disseminating relevant information
about pesticides, their impact on health and
environment and their alternatives.

SNAP offers the following programs: Organic
Gardening classes, Organic Gardening
presentations to groups, Pesticides and You/
Pesticides in Saskatchewan (intro course),
Pesticides Regulation presentation, displays and
they are currently working on a website.

For more information or to contact SNAP, you
can reach them at 15 Olson Place, Regina, SK.
S4S 2J6 (Phone: 584-2835)

The Saskatchewan

Treeplanters Association (STA),

formed in 1986, is a newly revitalized organization
that promotes ecological forest stewardship and
active support for labour practices as they pertain
to treeplanters and treeplanting contractors. The
STA has been involved with the PA. Model Forest,
the Forest Conservation Network and anti-
herbicides use lobbying.

STA can be reached c/o member John Murray,
438 5" Avenue N., Saskatoon, SK. S7K 2P9

NEW DVD RELEASE!

The Genetic Revolution: Putting Biotechnology in its Place (A Benefit Lecture given by
Dr. David Suzuki for the Saskatchewan Organic Directorate Organice Agriculture Protection

Fund) Plus excerpts from Battling the Biotech Gene Giants documentary On DVD

Price (incl. Shipping & handling): $25 in Canada/$30 outside of Canada

Mail cheque to SOD - Organic Agriculture Protection Fund, Box 130, Canwood, Sask.. SOJ OKO.
Include your name and mailing address. For more information go to www.saskorganic.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Wednesday, October 19, 7:00 p.m. - Citizens
interested in reviving democracy in city governance
in will hold a meeting at the Holy Rosary Cathedral
Hall, (2104 Garnet Street, Regina) to formally
create a citizens’ organization. This founding
meeting will discuss a statement of principles,
basic operating procedures, and name, and will
begin to discuss the role this new organization
can play in the 2006 civic election.

Friday-Sunday, October 28-30 - 4" Annual
“Making Peace” Conference at Holy Cross High
School (2115 McEowan Ave. Saskatoon). For more
information or to register go to www.making-
peace.tk This conference is sponsored by the
Saskatoon Peace Coalition and the Sask. Council
for International Cooperation

November 2-4, 2005 - Partners FOR the
Saskatchewan River Basin and the North
Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance will be holding
a joint conference in Sherwood Park, Alberta. The
title of the conference is Watershed Planning and
Implementation: From Paper to Practice. For more
information go to http://www.saskriverbasin.ca

Friday, December 2, 2005 - Regina EcoLiving
will be launching the EcoLiving Guide. Held at
the Exchange (2431 - 8" Avenue in Regina). Potluck
dinner to start at 6:30 pm, then music, Guide-
signing, meet contributors, and learn more about
the Regina EcoLiving Project.

The EcoLiving Guide is a resource for
environmentally sustainable lifestyle choices and
community development, covering ten chapters
ranging from home and garden, healthy food,
clothing and family, to recycling (and more),
transportation and sustainable structures and
community design. It includes a directory of
businesses and organizations in Regina and the
surrounding area that offer environmentally
friendly products and services, articles that inform
people about sustainability issues, and ideas, tips
and opportunities for action. For more information
about the Ecoliving Guide, call the Regina Eco-
Living office at (306)757-9876 or email them at

reginaecoliving@yahoo.ca.

December 3, 2005. - This is the draw date for
The Craik Sustainable Living Project “Green
Lottery” winners. This lottery exists to raise funds
and continue putting ideas into action. To support
these initiatives, aswell as have your chance to
win a SmartCar or one of 22 other
environmentally-inspired prizes, call 1-866-723-
2494, Tickets are $20/each or 3/50. Total prize
value is $30,000. Only 5000 tickets maximum to
be sold.

Sustainability Week Events in Regina:

October 23 - 25 - Building Our Communities —
A National Conference on Community
Sustainability. Speakers include David Suzuki, Glen
Murray, Evan Solomon and others. Queensbury
Centre in Regina. Go to their website for more
details: http://www.ctinfo.ca/conference/

October 26 - LEED Workshop Rm.128.2 Riddell
Centre (all day seminar)

October 27 - LEED Workshop (for Contractors)
Rm.128.2 Riddell Centre (half day seminar)

October 26 - Ice Rinks — Refrigeration Action
Program for Buildings(NRC) Rm.215 institute
francais (all day seminar)

October 27 and 28 - 2nd Saskatchewan
Sustainable Buildings conference will take place
in Regina (Terrace Building, Research Park). We
are again excited about the possibilities for this
conference and have some new ideas to help the
conference benefit you and your organization even
more.

The conference web page (www.buildsaskgreen.ca)
contains a registration form, mini-biographies of

confirmed speakers, and a preliminary program
outline. Early registration date is fast approaching,
so if you wish to take advantage of reduced rates,
prompt action will be required. The site is updated

almost daily, so keep watching.
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Centennial Op-Ed oy aian appleby

Happy 100" birthday, Saskatchewan! It is our
centennial year, and like all significant
anniversaries, it's a time to look back and celebrate
where we've come from, and look forward to where
we are going.

In the midst of all that pondering, lots of parties
will have taken place, as they should be. The focus
of Centennial celebrations seems to have been
community events and projects, reunions and fun.
That'’s great, and we’ve enjoyed the hot dogs and
fireworks and have many great memories, lots of
BBQ pictures and probably a few new plaques or
statues.

But what has our centennial really been about? How
have we honoured those hardy folks who founded
this delightful province and helped give us the good
life we have today? And what will we pass on to our
descendants when they light the fireworks for the
200t birthday in 21057 Will we just pass on another
generation of history books and photo albums?
Will our legacy be museum artifacts in a time
capsule and some yellowed pictures, or will it be
something real, something the future citizens can
enjoy and also pass on, and that all future
generations will continue to enjoy?

Let’s give the future a gift of life, a gift of nature, a
gift of Saskatchewan. Let us pass on some
wilderness to the future. Some wide open spaces,
prairie and forest, un-ploughed, un-logged, un-
mined, un-flooded. Let’s give a gift that will be in
essence one of the real reasons we live here -
Saskatchewan’s natural beauty. Take a look at the
government’s ads for the Centennial and you will
see they agree in that most of the pictures are of
places of natural beauty.

If we look back to the events of the past century,
we see that each generation has left us a similar
gift. Canada’s first migratory bird sanctuary, Last
Mountain Lake National Wildlife Area was created
in 1887, during early pioneer days. Saskatchewan’s
first National Park, Prince Albert National Park was
designated in 1927. One of the first acts the
Saskatchewan Legislature undertook on receiving
responsibility for Crown lands in 1931, was to
create the provincial park system, and some of

our favourite recreations spots: Moose Mountain,
Cypress Hills, and Duck Mountain. These were
among the eight parks created in the “dirty thirties”
when public attention was busy with many other
problems resulting from the dust bowl and
depression.

Tommy Douglas, recently named our most famous
Canadian, was not just the father of universal health
care. Tommy undertook a study of our recreation
needs, and as a result gave us more great bits of
nature to enjoy into the future: Meadow Lake, The
Battlefords, and Pike Lake Provincial Parks, were
just some of the six parks created on his careful
watch.

Allan Blakeney continued the trend with
Saskatchewan Landing, Danielson and Douglas
Provincial Parks on the newly formed Diefenbaker
Lake. And Grant Devine even as he championed a
Saskatchewan that was “open for business” added
to this legacy with Clearwater River Wilderness Park
and Grasslands National Park. Roy Romanow
added Athabasca Sand Dunes and Wildcat Hill
Provincial Parks. But it has now been over ten years
since Saskatchewan created a new provincial park.

Would we really be the same Saskatchewan without
these delightful natural areas for camping,
swimming, hunting, fishing, canoeing and lying on
the beach? Surely we are all thankful for the
foresight and wise legislative decisions that left us
these gifts of nature in their original condition
rather than turning them into more farms, more
gravel pits, more saw logs. And just as surely we
should think about how we can add to this natural
legacy.

As we pause to thank those that came before for
their many gifts, we should think about the many
ways we can speak to future generations as wisely
and beautifully. There is a lot of wild nature left in
Saskatchewan, both north and south, but it is
disappearing fast, under oil rigs and gas wells,
and logging trucks and mining claims. Beautiful
areas of nature are there as free gifts to ourselves
and our descendants to enjoy forever.

Ca
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Organic Matters Conference
Saturday November 12, 2005

This one-day conference and trade show, to be held in
Brandon, Manitoba, is for new and experienced organic
farmers and consumers. Focused on healthy soils, healthy
lifestyles, and a positive vision of food and farming for the
future, this conference will bring together a community of
diversity to explore key and fascinating issues in organics.
Meant to inspire, motivate, and provide practical know-how
for farmers and consumers, participants will be nourished
by a full plate of Organic Matters.

Dr. Elaine Ingham will show farmers how to enhance fertility
and yields by understanding and working with the soil’s natural
biological organisms. Internationally acclaimed ETC Group
executive director Pat Mooney will speak on biotechnology,
plant breeder’s rights, and their impact on organic agriculture.
We will explode the myth that organic agriculture can’t feed
the world, looking at the evidence of organic yields and the
realities of hunger and economic development in developing
countries.

Health experts will tell consumers about the latest research
on the benefits of eating organic food. Exploring further
alternatives in health and well being, a Master Herbalist and
a naturopathic doctor will talk about the potential abounding
in natural approaches to healing. Our local shopper
extraordinaire will share a week of extensive comparative
food buying and planning, comparing the bottom lines of a
conventional food shopping list with a creatively managed
organic plan. There will be practical sessions on farm-scale
composting, low-till organic farming, organic poultry, and
food security. Seasoned organic farmers will share their
wisdom on organic production in an informal session.

All this— plus fantastic organic food and an Organic Gala
Fall Supper! For more info see ww.organicmatters.ca.

1st Annual
Environmental Film Festival
Saturday, November 19

Come to Saskatoon for a gala evening to celebrate the
First Annual Environmental Film Festival. Join the
Saskatchewan Eco-Network for an entertaining evening
of Saskatchewan-based films, Enviro-Awards
presentations, Centennial Project demo, music, food and
more. Check out our website for details:

www.econet.sk.ca

SEN Steering Committee

2003 /2004

Alan Appleby - Chair
CPAWS-Sask.

3079 Athol Street

Regina, SK S4S 1Y6

Phone: (306) 586-3863

Fax: (306) 586-3863

Email: aappleby@accesscomm.ca

Sharon Cameron

SFL Environment Committee

Box 2174

Humboldt, SK SOK 2A0

Phone: (306) 682-5157

Fax: (306) 682-4046

Email: sharon.cameron@sasktel.net

Mike Finley

Nature Saskatchewan
410 26th St. W.
Saskatoon, SK S7L OH9
Phone: (306) 665-6428
Email: mjfinley@shaw.ca

Randy Flemming

Interchurch Uranium Committee
Education Co-op

Box 1101, Saskatoon, SK S7K 3N2

Larry Hawrysh

Redberry Biosphere Reserve

Box 28

Hafford, SK S0J 1A0

Phone: (306) 549-4627

Email: dhawrysh@sk.sympatico.ca

Sharon Mascher (Vice-Chair),
Saskatchewan Environmental
Society

224 Lake Crescent
Saskatoon,SK S7H 3A2

Isabel Muzichuk

Concerned Citizens for a

Safe and Healthy Environment
Box 102

Buchanan, SK SOA 0J0
Phone: (306) 592-2122

Jim Elliott (CEN Council Rep.)
The Gaia Group

2108 Reynolds Street
Regina, SK S4N 3N1

Phone: (306) 352-4804
Email: caar@accesscomm.ca
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Saskatchewan Joins the Nation in
) L Celebrating Waste Reduction Week in Canada
October 17-23, 2005

‘GUUd Schools, municipal governments, businesses and organizations are once again joining
toWaste!  forces to reduce waste and help preserve the environment. Saskatchewan unites with
the nation to celebrate “Waste Reduction Week in Canada”, from October 17-23, 2005.

This is the fifth year Saskatchewan has taken part in this week of national awareness about waste and
its ramifications. Started in Ontario 20 years ago, Waste Reduction Week has become a national,
community-based effort to reduce, reuse and recycle.

Few human actions don’t generate waste, but the opportunities to reduce waste are endless. Whether
you're at home, work or school, commuting, playing, shopping, vacationing or helping in the community,
there are always ways to reduce waste during “Waste Reduction Week” and throughout the year.

These Saskatchewan municipalities have declared October 17-23, 2005, as Waste Reduction Week:

City of Weyburn

Village of Muenster
City of North Battleford
City of Saskatoon

Town of Bengough

Village of Val Marie
Town of Kyle

City of Regina

City of Prince Albert

The official launch for Waste Reduction Week 2005 in Saskatchewan will take place on Monday, October
17,at 10:00 am in Saskatoon, and will be attended by Mayor Don Atchison and other dignitaries.

Go to the Saskatchewan Waste Reduction website for details, at www.saskwastereduction.ca

| Join the Network!

| New members are welcome. Membership is open to non-governmental, not-for-profit
organizations involved in environmental protection activities. Individuals who support

| the Network’s objectives may also join as subscribers but may not vote or hold office.

Network News is published quarterly by
the Saskatchewan Eco Networtk.
Editor: Yvonne Hanson

Layout & design: Dianne Manegre
Opinions expressed herein are those of

| Please send your cheque to Saskatchewan Eco-Network, #203-115 2nd Ave. N,
| Saskatoon,SK.S7K2B1
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