Background document for resolution and letter to ask for pesticide ban in areas
frequented by children

At least 18 million kilograms (36 % of 50 million kilograms -$514,759,000 of $1,429,887,000) of pesticides
were used in Saskatchewan in 1997(1)

Evidence of widespread contamination of air, water, food, and body tissues by pesticides is mounting, (2)

British and German studies have shown an increase in biodiversity and in the numbers of endangered
species on organic farms,(9)

The weight of evidence of human harm from pesticides is constantly mounting (3)
(not only cancer, but neurological, immune, respiratory, skin, and reproductive effects as well as birth
defects, endocrine-disruption, and many others),

Health effects in humans and animals have been identified at very low levels of pesticide exposure, (4)
Children, directly and even from before conception, are at higher risk of pesticide health effects (5)
Many Canadian and Saskatchewan environmental and health organizations as well as health
professionals have already requested a reduced use of pesticides to protect environment, biodiversity,
and human health, (6)

Pesticide are used at much higher rates (3-5 times more per hectare) in cities than on farms.(8)

The Humane Society of Canada has also asked for cosmetic pesticide bylaws in municipalities, and the
Canadian Veterinary Medical Association is warning people not to allow their pets into pesticide treated

areas (7)

Organic gardeners and around 1000 Saskatchewan organic farmers and are proving every day that
gardening and farming without toxic chemicals is feasible and economical,

There is a consistent increase in availability of less toxic pesticide products on the market
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- Regina Urban Environment Advisory Council (RUEAC) (presented by Roger Petry and Curt
Shroeder) (city bylaw)
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- Saskatchewan Environmental Society (SES) (city bylaw)

- Dr James Gomes MSc, PhD, formerly of the Institute of Agricultural, Rural and Environmental
Health, U of S, and U of R. Asst. Professor and Director, Environmental Health and Science Program at
SIFC, U. of Regina. (city bylaw)

- Elizabeth A. Guillette, Ph.D. Assistant Scientist, Department of Anthropology PO Box 117305,
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL. (city bylaw)

- Dr. Delores Logan, Medical Coordinator, Regina Community Clinic, (letter to the Regina Public
School Board),

- The University of Saskatchewan, Academic Family Medicine, Regina Division, (letter to the
Regina Public School Board),

- Dr. Maurice Hennick, Deputy Medical Health Officer, Regina Health District that states, ".... |
have forwarded to you the position statement of the Canadian Institute of Child Health, which we, from a
public health stance, would support. In the same way Public Health has also indicated that we support the
views expressed by the Canadian Public Health Association."
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Scientists:

- Tanya Dahms, U of R chemistry professor,

“In summary, | think that | have made a strong enough case for you to completely disregard the
presentation made to the committee by Dr. Solomon (University of Guelph)... | would like to see a
pesticide bylaw phased in over several years. “ City of Regina Parks and Recreation Committee
hearings, Dec 12, 2002)

- Renata Bailey, U of R chemistry professor (City of Regina Parks and Recreation Committee
hearings, Dec 12, 2002)

- Fiona Goorman, representing the Biology Undergraduate and Graduate Society, U of R (City of
Regina Parks and Recreation Committee hearings)
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Prosperous Economy: youth, health and sustainability
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Volume 122, Issue 1, March 2005, Pages 113-130; doi:10.1016/j.biocon.2004.07.018
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the largest review ever done of studies from around the world comparing organic and conventional
agriculture; organic farms had more individual wild animals and/or plants, such as birds, bats, insects and
wildflowers, and also some declining species such as skylark.

- January 5, 2001; PA News;Tahira Yaqoob - “English Nature chief executive David Arnold -Forster was
cited as telling 450 delegates at an organic farming conference at Cirencester, Gloucestershire that
organic farming is breathing new life into Britain's threatened species, experts claimed today”

- report on tour of Germany, Austria, and Switzerland in August 2002, compiled by Hart Haidn & Marc
Loiselle :

“ Because the farm operates within the Biosphere Reserve, funds are available to research
environmental aspects of the farm conversion. In the relative short time of operation it has been
observed that the bio-diversity has increased sharply. The field-lark population for example has
increased 48 times. Butterflies and many other beneficial insects are plentiful again, and plants
begin to appear that one cannot find on conventional farms anymore. The populations of small
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“Organic farming is heavily supported in the EU, as is conventional farming. A supporting
infrastructure has been developed, which includes an extension service and a network of
demonstration farms. “



