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Over twenty-five people
from 15 environmental not-
for-profits gathered at the
Environmental Resource
Centre (ERC) on January 8th

to meet with David Forbes
(Minister of Environment)
and Lily Stonehouse (Deputy
Minister). Assistant Deputy
Bob Ruggles and assistant to
the Deputy John Vandal also
attended.

The event began with a tour of the working space that seven organizations share within
the ERC: SEN, SES, CPAWS, SWRC, CPAWS, Oxfam, Core Neighbourhood Youth Co-op
and Nature Saskatoon. We then met in a facilitated discussion, led by Alan Appleby, on
“Northern” issues, focusing on forestry and land use.

Individuals spoke about their work and hopes for more connected protected areas within
the shield and boreal forest. Without connected areas, biodiversity will not survive in the
long term. Emphasis was placed on the importance of  consultations with First Nations
communities and the goal to look at land use planning from a balanced perspective on
the social-economic-cultural and environmental points. In looking at these balanced
approaches, we need to shift the paradigms of the past to one which sees the health of
communities and how that is linked to the environment. Historically, industry has been
given a wider grid for opportunity, than wildlife and habitat. Mining in particular was
implicated in this.

In the afternoon, there was a lively discussion facilitated by Cathy Holtslander on
“Southern” issues; predominantly hog barn, water issues and protected areas.
Environmentalists representing rural groups spoke passionately about the demise of
rural communities and the toxic effects on water and environments from intensive
livestock operations. The afternoon discussion concluded with discussions on protected
areas in the southern part of the province, such as the Great Sand Hills, and the positive
changes that have evolved over the years. Commitment needs to be ongoing with special
interest paid by the department towards climate change and what that will mean not
only for these areas, but the province as a whole.

The day concluded with Ms. Stonehouse’s remarks about the necessity of an ongoing
dialogue between the ENGO community (enviro non-governmental organizations) and
government departments. She acknowledged the effort needs to be stepped-up in  more
departments, as environment affects every aspect of our lives. The monitoring and
reporting information needs to be more utilized, with increased public access to it, in
order to make the province have stronger policies on the environment. As Minister Forbes
commented, “The new government under Calvert is committed to a green economy.”
Let’s hope “green” has as much influence in policy and practice as “economy”!

SEN Hosts: “A DAY WITH THE DEPUTY AND
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT”

SEN Welcomes
New Member Groups

SEN is pleased to announce that the
Beyond Factory Farming Coalition
and the Craik Sustainable Living
Project have joined our network.

For more about these two new groups
and their activities, please see pages 2
and 3.
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The Beyond Factory Farming Coalition continues to grow. As
of early February, we have six national organizations:  Global
Resource Action Center on the Environment, the Council of
Canadians, the  Canadian Labour Congress, the  National
Farmers Union, the Sierra Club of Canada and the Canadian
Organic Growers; as well as nine provincial groups including
the Stop the Hogs Coalition, the  Saskatchewan Federation
of Labour and the Back to the Farm Research Foundation
from Saskatchewan, and nine local groups, with the Regina
Humane Society and Concerned Citizens for a Safe and
Healthy Environment from Saskatchewan. There is still room
for your group! Contact me if you want information about
how to join.

We’ve  launched our website www.beyondfactoryfarming.org.
Check it out, and if you know of interesting links or documents
that you’d like to share with friends in cyberspace, let me
know.

On January 28 the Beyond Factory Farming Coalition, along
with GRACE, the Council of Canadians and the Toronto Food
Policy Council, co-sponsored a public Forum at St. Lawrence
Centre Forum in Toronto which was called Our Food, Our
Health, Our Environment. Don Mills, from the NFU, Maureen
Reilly from the Sierra Club, Jim Dalrymple, an agriculture
consultant, and Bill Weida from GRACE spoke and answered
audience questions. You can listen to the forum at http://
forum.stlc.com/audio.php. It was great to have over 300
Torontonians come out  on a snowy night for the event. It
shows there is huge interest in factory farming issues all
over the country, even in our biggest city!

For more information contact:
Cathy Holtslander, Project Organizer
Beyond Factory Farming Coalition
choltslander@canadians.org or 1-877-955-6454

Coalition Members
as of February 2004

National Groups:
GRACE-Global Resource Action Center on the
  Environment (Canada and USA)
Council of Canadians
Canadian Labour Congress
National Farmers Union
Sierra Club of Canada
Canadian Organic Growers

Provincial Groups:
SERLO-Society for Environmental Responsible
   Livestock Operations (AB)
Hogwatch Manitoba
Hogwatch Ontario
Union Paysanne (PQ)
Stop the Hogs Coalition (SK)
Association for the Protection of the Bouctouche
   Watershed (NB)
Ecological Farmers Association of Ontario
Saskatchewan Federation of Labour
Back to the Farm Research Foundation (SK)

Local Groups:
Concerned Citizens of Thames Centre (ON)
Regina Humane Society
Roseisle Creek Watershed Association (MN)
CREEK-County Regional Envrionmental Evaluation
   Koalition (ON)
Citizens for the Environment & Future in Eastern
   Ontario
Hogwatch Haldimand (ON)
Concerned Citizens of North Glengarry (ON)
Concerned Citizens of the Municipality of
  Kincardine (ON)
Concerned Citizens for a Safe & Healthy
  Environment (SK)

BEYOND FACTORY
FARMING COALITION:
Growing and Going Places

The Beyond Factory Farming Coalition...
Our vision is “Livestock Production for Health and Social Justice”

Our mission is “To promote livestock production that supports food sovereignty, ecological, human and animal health as well as
local sustainability and community viability and informed citizen/consumer choice.”

The Coalition organizes local, provincial and national groups active in all areas of concern.
Coalition members support action campaigns to:

 " Stop the expansion of Intensive Livestock Operations (ILOs)

 " Protect our water from pollution and depletion by ILOs

 " Stop the over use of antibiotics in feed

 " Promote urban awareness

 " Support rural communities

 " Expose corporate globalization and its dominance in the livestock sector
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Craik Sustainable Living Project
In 2001, the Town of Craik and the Rural Municipality of Craik No. 222
began working in partnership to develop a long-term plan for a
sustainable community-based project.

The goal of the Craik Sustainable Living Project (CSLP) is to advance
local use of more ecologically sound technologies and ways of living, and
also to serve as a model inspiring and enabling positive change in other
communities in western Canada and elsewhere. The Project aims to
demonstrate a wide range of sustainable alternatives related to land
use, food & fibre production, shelter, energy generation & conservation,
water & waste management, and recycling.

There are four inter-related aspects of the project:
1) the Ecocentre – a multi-purpose facility currently under construction, featuring innovative
and energy efficient building design and integrated renewable energy systems, that will serve
as a focal point for indoor and outdoor demonstrations and educational programming on
environmental sustainability,
2) Education Programming – for children, youth, and adults on climate change, renewable
energy options, ecology and local history,
3) Community Action – reducing the size of individual and the community’s ““ecological
footprint” through retrofitting of public and private buildings, improvements to waste and
water management, recycling programs and transportation options,
4) Ecovillage – the creation of a new sustainable housing development or ecovillage, consisting
initially of 10 to 12 families living sustainably in energy efficient housing and potentially utilizing
the land base to make a living.

We believe that this initiative has the potential to be a leading example for communities seeking to move into a new period
of revitalization and sustainability. For further details on the phases of the project and progress to date, please refer to the
website www.craikecovillage.ca. To find out how you can support and become involved, contact Mary Beckie, CSLP
Coordinator at 306-665-8103 or mbeckie@sasktel.net, or Shirley
Eade, Town of Craik Administrator at 306-734-2250 or
town.craik@sasktel.net.

Please see the Craik Sustainable Living Project’s Seminar Series
for some exciting events (page 5).

ACTION ALERT

The InterChurch Uranium Committee Educational
Co-op is encouraging individuals to check out SEN’s
website link to “Action Alert” for information on
the American Nuclear Information and Resource
Service’s (NIRS) campaign to intervene and chal-
lenge permits for new nuclear reactors planned in
3 states, creating a resurgence of the nuclear power
industry in the U.S.

Check it out at: www.econet.sk.ca
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2004 NESS CREEK MUSIC FESTIVAL
 JULY 15 TO 18

Tickets are now on sale for the 14th Annual Ness Creek Music Festival. The four-day Festival of music and culture
from Saskatchewan and around the world takes place July 15 through 18, 2004, on a pristine camping site 20
km northeast of Big River, SK, bordering on the west side of Prince Albert National Park.

Early confirmations for this year’s Festival include electrifying blues and
roots singer Ruthie Foster, funk–jazz fusion septet The Pocket Dwellers
and Metis/Native songwriter Sandy Scofield. See below for more about
these artists.

Earlybird tickets are available until May 15 for $50 (including GST with
no service charges) at the following locations:

In Saskatoon:
H.E.L. Music Supplies, 630 Broadway Ave, 244-6319
The Vinyl Exchange, 128 2nd Ave North, 244-7090

In Regina:
Bach and Beyond, 1825 Hamilton St, 347-BACH (2224)
Eat Healthy Foods, 3030 12th Ave, 522-4167

In Prince Albert:
Shananigan’s Coffee & Dessert Bar, 2144-6th Ave W, 764-2647

In Big River:
Porter’s Printing, 306-469-5668

Visit the Ness Creek Music Festival website at www.nesscreek.com for more information and updates to this
year’s Festival lineup, or call the Saskatoon office at 652-6377.

SEEDY SATURDAY!

All are welcome to take part in Saskatoon’s Sixth Annual Seedy Saturday on April 3,
2004, between 10am and 5pm, at St. Mary’s Church Hall, at the corner of 20th Street
West and Avenue 0 South.

Seedy Saturday takes place in cities all across Canada, and is sponsored by Seeds of
Diversity Canada, which works to conserve, preserve, and enhance the diversity of open-
pollinated plants.

Seedy Saturday encourages gardeners to collect seed and share it with others through
the Seedy Saturday seed exchange table. Along with interesting displays, seed suppliers,
and the seed exchange table, there will be a compost tea workshop, as well as a great
line-up of speakers on a wide range of topics. Lunch will be available.

Seedy Saturday is a non-profit event organized by volunteers,
and supported by CHEP, Oxfam, the Saskatoon Food Coalition, and others.
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Feb 19 to 21:  75th SWF Annual Convention
Saskatchewan Wildlife Federation will be holding convention at the
Saskatoon Centennial Auditorium.  For more information please
email swild@sasktel.net or call 242-1666.

Feb 21:  12th Annual Bruce McDonald Curling Funspiel
 Ness Creek Cultural & Recreational Society presents its annual event
at the  Granite Curling Club (480 - 1st Ave. N, Saskatoon). To register
teams ($20/person or $80/team) or for more information, call 652-
NESS (6377). Price includes evening dance at Amigo’s.

Mar 5:  Global Citizens Awards Ceremony
4 pm, St. Mary’s High School, 380 14th Street West, Prince Albert.
Join Sask. Council of International Cooperation in recognizing Christine
Zyla, and her tireless work for social justice and peace.

Mar 7 & 18:  Spring Waste Minimization Forum
Moose Jaw, Temple Gardens Mineral Spa. Sponsored by the
Saskatchewan Waste Reduction Council. Workshops on electronics
recycling, computer re-use, the SCALA Project (Engineers without
Borders) Climate Change and more. For more information please
call 931-3242 or email swrc@link.ca

Apr 3:  Seedy Saturday
The 6th Annual Seedy Saturday will be held on April 3, 10am to
5pm, at St. Mary’s Church Hall in Saskatoon (corner of Ave P and
20th St). Seed exchange table, eco-fair, & workshops.

Apr 5:  SES Annual General Meeting
Saskatchewan Environmental Society will be holding its AGM at the
Unitarian Centre (912 Idylwyld Dr. N., Saskatoon) at 7 pm.

April 22:  Earth Day
Celebrate Earth Day (and every day) … you can post your
organization’s event online at the Canada-wide website for Earth
Day by emailing http://www.earthday.ca/Edy2k/Events/
register.htm or let SEN know and we’ll post it on our website!!

May 14 to 16:  People and the Planet Conference
Hosted by Sierra Club of Canada, Calgary, Ab. Speakers include
Naomi Klein, Maude Barlow, David Orten, Andrew Nikiforuk, Ken
Wiwi, Elizabeth May, Jerry Mander and others. Topics include climate
change, water, biodiversity, food safety, sustainable agriculture, etc.
Contact Angela Rickman, email: peopleandtheplanet@ca.inter.net
(1-888-810-4204)

June 18 to 20:  Annual Spring Meet
Nature Saskatchewan will be presenting its Spring Meet in St Walburg
area (86 km northeast of Lloydminister). Featured guests are John
Acorn, insect ecologist, science consultant, author and host of tv’s
“Acorn, The Nature Nut”; and Heinjo Lahring, author of new
Canadian Plains Research Centre publication, Water and Wetland
Plants of the Prairie Provinces. For more info, call 780-9293 or email:
info@naturesask.com.

Craik’s
Sustainable

Rural Alternatives
Seminar Series

The Craik Sustainable Living Project
has just recently launched the
Sustainable Rural Alternatives
Seminar Series, from Jan to April ‘04
in the town of Craik. This seminar
series will present information on more
ecologically sound technologies, and
more sustainable ways of farming and
living. The seminars are held at the
Craik Lions Hall. Admission is $10 per
seminar.

Please register with Carmen Bell at
306-734-5192,(carmenbell@sasktel.net)
a few days before the event.
Upcoming seminars are as follows:

Feb 17, 7pm, “Solar Technologies -
Applications for Farm and Home”,
Ken Kelln, Kelln Solar
Feb 28, 1pm, “New Approaches to
Animal Husbandry, Organic Livestock
Production and Marketing”,
Dillon Biggs, Alberta
Mar 13, 10 am, “Weatherdancer Wind
Power Project”, William Big Bull, Piikuni
Utilities Corporation, Brocket, Alberta
March 15, 2004, 7pm, “Domestic Fruit
Production and Farmer Cooperatives”,
Dr. Bob Bors, Plant Sciences, College of
Agriculture, University of Saskatchewan
Mar 29, 7pm, “The Holistic Resource
Management Approach to Farming and
Family Life”, Bob Siemens, Fiske, SK
Apr 3, 10 am, “Urban Farming”, Wally
Satzewich & Gail Vandersteen, Saskatoon

If you would like a tour of the
Craik Ecocentre, please let us
know as soon as possible and

arrangements can be made to do
so before or after the seminar.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Page 5
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SASKATCHEWAN IS A BOREAL PROVINCE - Alan Appleby

Ah, Saskatchewan, “Land of Living Skies”. Wide open spaces. A Prairie Province. Founded in
the homesteads of settlers who tilled the land to produce harvests of golden grain. It’s all
encapsulated in our flag, the beautiful prairie lily lying over bands of gold and green. Green?
Indeed, the “north half” of our provincial flag is green, but that’s not the half of it. In fact,
almost two-thirds (63.1%)  is a part of the boreal forest, the worlds largest remaining natural
forest. This area increases to over 75% of Saskatchewan if you include the Aspen Parkland
landscapes that are the transition between the prairies and the boreal forest.  This means that
the boreal forest covers a larger percentage of Saskatchewan than it does of Canada.

Saskatchewan is physically less a prairie province than it is a boreal province. Most of our
people and industry lie in the prairies. But about 20% of our population lives and works in the
boreal forest,  including the citizens of our third largest city, Prince Albert. Our boreal forest
includes other major centres you would expect, like Meadow Lake, La Ronge, and Hudson
Bay, but also many you might not immediately identify as boreal, such as Melfort, Tisdale,
Nipawin, and Kamsack. Fourteen of Saskatchewan’s political constituencies, about one-quarter
of the Legislature, are located in whole or major part within our boreal forest.

You’re aware of the value of the boreal forest to our economy as the home of our forestry
industries, our hard rock mining, including gold and uranium, and a flourishing tourism and
recreation based business sector. But are you familiar with other equally important aspects of
the boreal forest? Canada’s boreal forest comprises 25% of the remaining large intact forests in
the world. That places us on an equal footing with places like Brazil, with its rich and diverse
rain forest, better-known but no less important to the health of our planet. The boreal forest
is home to 30% of North America’s birds. Over a billion songbirds migrate into the boreal
forest each spring to breed and raise their young. And 75% of North America’s waterfowl rely
on Canada’s boreal forest for at some point in their lives for breeding, staging and molting.

Other animals of all kinds, many of them symbols of our nation, thrive in the boreal forest. Large mammals such as Caribou and
Moose, and small ones like mink and fisher. And speaking of fishing, who doesn’t think of the northern woods when they think of
going fishing? All our major rivers flow through the boreal forest on some part of their journey to the sea, including the North and
South Saskatchewan, the Churchill, the Fond du Lac, and the Clearwater. The boreal forest contains most of our 50,000 lakes and
their fish and recreation opportunities. And of course the boreal forest is the home of many people. It is the traditional homeland for
most of our First Nations and aboriginal peoples, as well as the home of choice of about 20% of our provincial population.

The boreal forest is an important part of our province, not just for industry, but for environmental reasons as well. If we truly want to
have a balanced and sustainable future for our boreal forest, we need a vision to accomplish that goal. That’s why the Boreal Forest
Conservation Framework is so important. On December 1, 2003 the Canadian Boreal Initiative (CBI) released the Boreal Forest
Conservation Framework – the most extensive national conservation vision ever developed. CBI also formed the Boreal Leadership
Council, consisting of the signatories to the Framework. This document is based on the best available science, and the best available
public policy, including the 1990 Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry report “Competing Realities: The Boreal Forest at
Risk”, which recommended that 20% of the boreal forest should be protected from industrial access and use, and a further 60%
managed with the preservation of biodiversity as the primary objective.

The Canadian Boreal Conservation Framework was developed in concert with leading conservation organizations, business, and First
Nations. This group brings together a wide spectrum of interests in our boreal forest, aboriginal peoples, forest industry, energy
industry, academia and environmental groups, all united in their commitment to the conservation and sustainable development of
Canada’s boreal forest region. By signing the Framework, they became members of the Boreal Leadership Council, an enabling and
guiding group. The Canadian Boreal Forest Conservation Framework has as its goal to conserve the cultural, sustainable economic
and natural values of the entire Canadian boreal region by employing the principles of conservation biology to:

•  protect at least 50% of the region in a network of large interconnected protected areas, and,
•  support sustainable communities, world-leading ecosystem-based resource management practices and state-of-the-art
    stewardship practices in the remaining landscape.

The Framework represents a national vision and goal for the region as a whole, rather than a formula to be applied on a unit-by-
unit basis in a particular part of the boreal. In promoting a conservation approach for the entire boreal, the Framework recognizes
that conservation challenges and opportunities will vary, but that results are necessary if we are to continue enjoying the many
benefits of our boreal heritage.

The boreal forest is important to Canada, and to Saskatchewan. It’s more than a green stripe on our flag. It’s also a fundamental
part of our economy and our natural heritage, a part that will require careful management. The Canadian Boreal Framework
provides us with a good basis for future planning and management of the boreal forest, and the hope that we can work together in
all parts of the province and society to ensure we always deserve that green stripe on our flag.
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Boreal Plain

Boreal Shield
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Alan Appleby - Chair
CPAWS-Sask.
3079 Athol Street
Regina, SK  S4S 1Y6
Phone: (306) 586-3863
Fax: (306) 586-3863
Email: aappleby@accesscomm.ca

Sharon Cameron
SFL Environment Committee
Box 2174
Humboldt, SK  S0K 2A0
Phone: (306) 682-5157
Fax: (306) 682-4046
Email: sharon.cameron@sasktel.net

Greg Fenty
Saskatoon Nature Society
2327 Lansdowne Ave.
Saskatoon, SK  S7J 1G8
Phone: (306) 975-3042
Fax: (306) 975-3326
Email: zoosociety@quadrant.net

Mike Finley
Nature Saskatchewan
410 26th St. W.
Saskatoon, SK  S7L 0H9
Phone: (306) 665-6428
Email: mjfinley@shaw.ca

Larry Hawrysh
Redberry Biosphere Reserve
Box 28
Hafford, SK  S0J 1A0
Phone: (306) 549-4627
Email: dhawrysh@sk.sympatico.ca

Isabel Muzichuk
Concerned Citizens for a
Safe and Healthy Environment
Box 102
Buchanan, SK S0A 0J0
Phone: (306) 592-2122

Olivia Schliep
Saskatchewan Environmental Society
1906 St. Charles Avenue
Saskatoon, SK S7M 0N8
Phone: (306) 652-0654
Email: oschliep@sasktel.net

Jim Elliott (CEN Council Rep.)
The Gaia Group
2108 Reynolds Street
Regina, SK  S4N 3N1
Phone: (306) 352-4804
Email: caar@accesscomm.ca
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The Saskatoon Good Food Box
is a non-profit fresh fruit and vegetable
distribution system operated by the
Child Hunger and Education Program
(CHEP). It runs like a large bulk buying
club with an added set of goals. These
goals are: improving access to good
healthy food, promoting healthy eating
habits, building community, providing
nutrition information, and advocating
for a sustainable economy by
purchasing from local farmers. Twice a
month, individuals place orders for boxes
with volunteer co-ordinators in their
neighbourhood. Customers pay $10 to
$30 for their box depending on what
type of box they order. CHEP’s Good

Food Box staff purchase top quality fruit and vegetables with a focus in purchasing
locally grown food. Food that cannot be purchased through a local grower is
purchased through a locally run fruit and vegetable wholesaler. From August 2002
to July 2003, we purchased 75,084 pounds of local produce and another 206,879
pounds of produce from the local wholesaler. The content of the boxes change
each delivery, depending on what is in season and what produce is priced
reasonably at the time. The produce is dropped off to our packing site on delivery
day and the boxes are packed by school groups, community members, and staff.
Good Food Box drivers then deliver the boxes to the neighbourhood drop-off points
where the volunteer co-ordinators ensure that customers pick up their boxes.
Established in 1997 with 40 boxes a month, we now deliver between 800-1,200
boxes in and around Saskatoon each month. From August 2002 to July 2003,
volunteers and staff packed 14,208 boxes of fresh, good quality produce!

What kind of boxes are offered?

We have five different types of boxes. The regular fruit and vegetable box is $15
and contains approximately 25 pounds of produce with about 12 different types of
fruit and veggies. The small fruit and veggie box is $10 and contains approximately
15 pounds of produce with about 10 different types of fruit and veggies. The large
fruit box is about 20 pounds of fruit with 6 types of fruit and the small fruit box is
about 10 pounds with 5 types of fruit.

Our fifth type of box is called the eco box. Launched last May, this box highlights
local pesticide free fruit and vegetables with certified organic fruit and vegetables
from outside the province. For $30, this box contains about 25 pounds of fresh
produce, with at least 10 different types of fruits and veggies. We purchase from
local producers when possible, as well as bulk from Steep Hill Co-op when the
need arises..

How can I get involved?

The best thing about the Good Food Box is that it is available for EVERYONE
regardless of income or circumstance.  Individuals and families participate in our
program for a variety of reasons.  Some participate because the food is cheaper
than if you were to get it at the grocery store.  Others participate because they like
to support a local economy and food security initiative.  Call Marilyn or Debra at
655-5619 or 655-5387 for more information on the closest drop-off point to your
home.  We also have a number of volunteer opportunities ranging from packing
boxes to co-ordinating a drop-off point for your neighbourhood or workplace.  If
you are a member of Steep Hill Food Co-op, your working membership volunteer
hours can be made with us!  Hope to hear from you soon!
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Join the Network!
New members are welcome. Membership is open to non-governmental, not-for-profit
organizations involved in environmental protection activities. Individuals who support
the Network’s objectives may also join as subscribers but may not vote or hold office.

Name/Contact Person ............................................................................
Organization ...........................................................................................
Title ..........................................................................
Address ..................................................................................................
Postal Code ..............................................
Phone .......................................... Fax ....................................................
Email .............................................................................

Membership fees:
Annual budget of less than $5,000 ............................. $30.00
Annual budget from $5,000 to $29,999 .................... $35.00
Annual budget from $30,000 to $99,999 .................. $45.00
Annual budget of $100,000 or more ........................... $50.00
Organization fees include $10.00 membership in the CEN
Individual subscriber ..................................................... $10.00

Please send your cheque to Saskatchewan Eco-Network, #203-115 2nd Ave. N,
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 2B1.

Network News is published
quarterly by the Saskatchewan
Eco Network.
Editor: Yvonne Hanson
Layout & design: Dianne Manegre
Opinions expressed herein are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the policy of the
Saskatchewan Eco-Network.
Submissions are welcome. For
permission to reprint articles please
contact the author or SEN.
Phone: (306) 652-1275
Fax: (306) 665-2128
Email: sen@link.ca
Website: www.econet.sk.ca
Canadian Publications Mail
Agreement # 40037170
Printed at Muenster, SK on 100%
post-consumer recycled paper.

Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan

Rare Plant Inventory Workshops

- Garth Wruck, NPSS Coordinator

The Native Plant Society of Saskatchewan (NPSS) has partnered with Nature Saskatchewan to submit a joint proposal to the
Habitat Stewardship Program for funding. If the application is successful, along with funds provided by Saskatchewan Environ-
ment, the NPSS may be offering as many as 4 workshops on general plant identification, rare plant survey methodology and rare
plant identification. Participants will be supplied with resource materials such as fact sheets that contain images and descriptions
of rare plants species. They will also be provided with a list of desirable survey locations and encouraged to conduct surveys
throughout the growing season and submit data to the NPSS. Each individual who completes and submits at least one survey will
receive a $50 honorarium. The workshops are free of charge and are open to any interested individual. These workshops will be
great opportunities for professional development in obtaining highly desirable skills.

Nature Saskatchewan operates the stewardship program titled: Rare Plant Rescue Program (RPR). This is a stewardship pro-
gram that provides landowners, with rare plants on their property, with technical assistance, information on such things as man-
agement, legislation and recognition for their stewardship to rare plants. It is proposed that where rare plants are surveyed on
private land, the landowner will be given the opportunity to join the RPR. Such a program brings landowners and conservation
groups together to help protect plant species at risk and commend landowners who acknowledge rare plants with their efforts to
protect them. Secondly, we need to collect as much information on these plants as we can to better understand why they are rare
and what can be done to make sure they are not lost. The workshop components of the project are expected to run sometime in
March with possibly two workshops in Saskatoon, one in Regina and possibly one in Swift Current. If you think you would like to
participate or wish to get more information, contact Garth Wruck at the NPSS office. Please send an email to:  info@npss.sk.ca
indicating your interest and include your contact information or send the information via fax (306) 258-2244 or call 668-3940.
Hope to see you there!


